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Since 1993 the Canadian Association of Gift Planners
(CAGP) has developed and championed strategic
charitable giving in Canada. Through innovative 
professional development programs, collaborative partnerships between the
charitable sector, governments and professional advisors, and hand in hand
with philanthropists like you, we have helped create one of the strongest
charitable sectors in the world.

These are challenging times. But there are exciting opportunities to do even
more, with your support. This document outlines our past achievements and
the investments we need to make now to ensure the vital work of charitable
organizations will continue to improve lives in Canada and around the
world. Investments in education, resources, research, public awareness and
advocacy will strengthen both large and small charities enabling the sector to
better respond to the myriad needs facing our society. 

Of course, all this requires financial resources. This is where your help is
crucial. Generous donors already support the CAGP Foundation with gifts of
cash or using tax efficient strategies like gifts of securities. Forward thinking
donors are arranging gifts in their wills or through their registered savings
plans. We are deeply appreciative of this wonderful support.

Our hope is that, once you’ve had a chance to review the information in this
document, you may find that there is alignment between your giving values
and our work, and that you can join us in helping to amplify the central
role of our charitable sector, and its potential to succeed.

Thank you to those already supporting this critical work. Together, through
our effective collaboration and partnerships, we are ready to meet
challenges head on and make the world a better place for all. 

Ruth MacKenzie 
President and CEO Canadian Association of Gift Planners
Executive Director, CAGP Foundation



in the world when it comes to supporting charitable giving.

There is no doubt that giving comes from the heart, but gifts in wills, gifts
of securities, gifts of life insurance and other planned gifts, enable
Canadians to give more to charities and also have a positive effect on
their financial and estate plans. It’s a strategy that results in greater
impact.

Canada’s charitable sector employs more than two million people in
communities across the country, and contributes more than 8% to the
national GDP, an amount greater than both the automotive and retail
sectors combined. It’s an essential component of Canada’s economic
health, growth and prosperity, and it’s crucial to our continuing
competitiveness. 

Canada’s 167,000 charities and nonprofits play a vital role in
strengthening and building healthy, sustainable communities. They’re
also an important partner with government in achieving policy outcomes.
In an ever-changing world, the sector’s innovations in health, the
environment and social services help ensure that our country is equipped
to meet the demands of tomorrow. 

We’re proud to belong to a caring
country - it’s an important part of
our identity. We’ve achieved great
things from coast to coast despite
our sheer size and relatively small
population, due to the desire of
many of us who align our
philanthropic goals with the
missions of organizations that
benefit our people and our society. 

It helps that Canada has one of the
most generous tax systems

the action of
transforming the

social well-being of
others through

generosity



Through your
support of the
CAGP Foundation
you can play a

Charities are the first to help the
most vulnerable in our
communities, in times of crisis and
beyond. We know that a growing
and changing population, economic
shifts, international crises, and
environmental challenges have
increased the pressure on this
sector. 

Yet as demand on charities
increases, funding for charities to
keep pace has declined. 

Canadian
charities 

are needed 
now more 
than ever.

Many of our charities are struggling with decreasing resources. Imagine
Canada’s Chief Economist predicts that by 2026, the charitable sector
will need $25B to meet a spiking demand for services.

vital role in addressing these challenges and
simultaneously strengthening the capacity of
Canada’s charities to adapt,  evolve, and
playing an important role in Canadian society. 



“It was the first time I’d seen
people from all sorts of different
organizations in our community
coming together, getting to know
each other, supporting each other,
and learning together. You know
the saying, a rising tide lifts all
boats? I saw that community lift.
As the knowledge level went up,
our ability to raise money for our
missions rose."  

I was really struck by the sense of
collegiality and concern for the
greater good, the sharing of
knowledge from the smallest one-
person shop to the universities
and hospital foundations. We
brought forward the notion of
partnership and collaboration.”

 

Lorna Somers, Assistant Vice-President, Development at McMaster
University and co-author of Gift Planning in Canada with Frank Minton
(pictured below), remembers the formative days of the organization in 
the early 90s. 



Strategic charitable giving is a focused and financially strategic
approach to philanthropy. The result is a win-win for both charities and
individual donors. It champions a donor-centred process of planning
current and future charitable gifts in a way that meets people’s
philanthropic goals and also balances their personal, family and tax
objectives.

 
Gift planners are experts with a unique body of knowledge. They
understand a range of giving options like bequests, gifts of securities
and gifts of life insurance. They’re informed about the challenging
technical aspects of various giving vehicles and also their potential
financial benefits.

 
Transforming charities, transforming lives.

 
Planned gifts can transform charities, giving every donor the
opportunity to make bigger contributions to the causes they believe in.
Major donors can amplify their gifts by being strategic. Loyal donors
who give modest amounts can make a significant difference through
planning a gift in their Will. 

 
A strategic charitable giving program can sustain charities 

and provide resilience in times of need. 

Established almost three decades ago to champion the growth and
development of this innovative, long-term strategy, we’re the only
organization in Canada that brings together charitable fundraisers and
advisors into one professional association, creating a powerful synergy. 

We strive to educate, collaborate, advocate and inspire
people who work with philanthropists in Canada. We
change lives – literally – as we empower donors to give
more to the causes that have meaning for them, to
contribute more to their communities. 





Every single one of us has the ability to be a philanthropist. All it takes is
compassion, goodwill and generosity. Philanthropy has never been as
important as it is today. 

The nonprofit sector plays a vital role in creating quality communities, and
often picks up the slack when things fall apart. Health and social service
charities work tirelessly to improve the lives of Canadians, eradicate
disease and illness, offer support, sustenance and safety. Without arts and
culture philanthropy, there would be far fewer opportunities to empower
youth, improve well-being to unify and build communities. Philanthropy
helps serve diverse learning needs, nurture future leaders and makes
ground-breaking research possible. 

As Canadians, we are responsible international citizens, advocating 
for - and protecting - the environment and rights of communities around
the world. 

As a donor, you are already a philanthropist and a hero.
Giving strategically can make you a superhero. 

We have the ability to amplify the generosity of every philanthropist. 

WHY you give is important. 

WHAT you give can make a huge
difference to people’s lives. 

But HOW you give can result in longer
term impact, and greater sustainability.



You have compelling reasons for your generosity – to support your
community and those in need, to give back in gratitude, to heal and change
the world. Charities would not be able to fulfil their missions without the
generosity of people like you. 

Imagine if the causes you support were empowered to raise significantly
more money, and were able to build their sustainability and resiliency?



Keith and Tanja Thomson
know this. They want to
enable the nonprofit sector
to be more effective and
raise billions of dollars more
for causes and communities
across Canada. This is why
they give financial support
to the CAGP Foundation. 

Keith says, “I’m a business
person, I’m an entrepreneur,
and I love it when I can take
my contribution and make
it ten times or a hundred
times higher. That's what I
feel I'm doing when we
contribute to the CAGP
Foundation. There's a huge
multiplier effect.”

As a philanthropist, YOU are the key to
building resilience for charities.
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 Many endowments have been created from planned gifts, providing a
source of funds to sustain services if other revenue streams are reduced.
Endowment funds ensure that the vital mission of charities can continue

during challenging times. When trends in how donors are giving are fluid,
when the markets are uncertain, a planned gift that was put in place years,

sometimes decades, ago, can keep a charity alive. 
 

Resilient charities have developed diversified revenue streams. It helps
insulate them from the unforeseen and creates opportunities to grow,

adapt, and meet emerging needs.  

Strategic charitable
giving has the most
potential for growing
revenue in charities,
and it holds the key to
long-term
sustainability. 

For nonprofits who
excel at it, up to one-
third of their annual
revenue can come
from planned giving
sources.



"Affinity and loyalty play a huge role in the
decision to make this kind of gift. I know
there are many Canadians who feel this

way and are capable of doing it. 
 

Nonprofits benefit immensely from the tools
and training the CAGP Foundation

provides."

Rosemarie Sampson has experienced the power of strategic charitable
giving from every angle. When she was nearing retirement after 35 years at
Mount Saint Vincent University in Halifax she wanted to contribute in some
way beyond her academic role.

Besides a residual 
gift in her will, she has 

made the university the 
owner and beneficiary of 
her life insurance policy. 

 
“The death benefit of this 

policy will result in a 
six-figure donation – more 
than I would ever be able to
contribute in my lifetime!” 

"I asked the President what I could do to make
the most impact. We decided that the best
investment was in building a planned giving
program. These are gifts that allow our
alumnae to make a significant difference.”

Rosemarie’s last decade at the University
was spent developing and running the
program. She has also put her own
strategic philanthropy in place. 

Rosemarie served as a volunteer on 
the board of CAGP and credits the association with giving her the education
and guidance she needed to build her personal and professional legacy. 

We are so grateful for her long history of leadership and, of course, for
thoughtfully sharing her story.



In today’s world, nonprofits are often challenged to present a case for
investing donor dollars in building their own capacity. At the CAGP
Foundation we are fortunate to have many supporters who understand that
investing in capacity means greater accomplishment in the programs and
initiatives we, and other charities, can deliver. 

The $500,000 pledge made in 2017 by Donald K. Johnson 
bore testimony to that and, together, with the support of all our donors, 

has allowed us to scale up and have a greater impact.

Education and raising public awareness around strategic charitable giving
are more important than ever to enable us to build resilience in the
charitable sector. 

A large number of charity fundraisers and professional advisors, including
lawyers, accountants and financial advisors have honed their skills and 
gained much of their knowledge and 
expertise about strategic charitable giving 
from the education and training received 
from CAGP. 

The impact on this powerful professional 
knowledge base is clear.

#thankyou for creating
this impact through your
loyal support!!





CAGP has partnered with Knowledge Bureau and Spire Philanthropy to
introduce the business case of strategic philanthropy to professional
advisors, to increase their knowledge about the charitable sector, and
provide fundamental information about gift planning vehicles, all leading
towards the professional designation, Master Financial Advisor in
Philanthropy (MFA-P).  

Free webinars are available to all, in addition to our popular Webinar
Wednesday series which allows leaders in the field to share expertise
nationally. The bi-annual Advanced Gift Planning Summit provides a high-
level technical learning opportunity on the current financial, legal and
policy issues and trends impacting strategic charitable gift planning. 

The philanthropic support of our education program allows our in-house
staff faculty to offer the signature one-day Gift Planning Fundamentals
course to a significantly wider market, as well as deliver a large number of
in-house, customized sessions to charities. We recently launched a
strategically-focused version of this course for professional advisors, to
show them how best to engage their clients in the philanthropic giving
discussion.



‐ Building our capacity to deliver education in a virtual setting.
‐ Enhancing our internal competencies around adult education principles.
‐ Investing in strategic marketing and communications to better reach key
stakeholder audiences.
‐  Supporting the delivery of education in local communities through the
development of a speakers bureau.
‐ Mentoring new professionals to augment our faculty and integrate
recognized experts with unique knowledge and skills. 

"With such close alignment in our mission and
values, it was a simple decision to offer our
financial support to the CAGP Foundation. 

Focusing on education to reinforce the
competencies of gift planning professionals
promotes the growth and development of
effective charitable giving in Canada, something
which matters a great deal to our Board."

You are instrumental in extending our reach. The demand for education
and professional development continues to grow due to increased visibility
over the past few years and our continued reputation for excellence. 

Nicola Elkins, 
CEO & Founder, Benefaction Foundation

Influential InclusiveProfessional KnowledgeableCollaborative



Now more
than ever

Canada needs
philanthropy.

Let’s put the power of
philanthropy in the hands
of the many! 

With Will Power, and
your support, we can 

create an army of philanthropists across the country. This new campaign
promises to unlock giving through charitable gifts in Wills, and to
dramatically increase our ability, as Canadians, to do social good.

The charitable sector faces enormous
challenges as Canadian society evolves. The
number of donors is declining; demand for
programs and services is increasing; and many
organizations are challenged to harness
technology and new opportunities for doing
business.

The good news is that there is a huge opportunity before us - an
untapped source of funds through gifts in Wills. Where most types of
charitable giving shrink during economic downturns, history shows that
estate giving is one area that can grow. Encouraging even a small
percentage of Canadians to set aside a portion of their estate for the
causes they care about, could result in billions more for social good.

Many Canadians have accumulated wealth through assets that will be
passed on to the next generation. Over the next 10 years, an estimated
$750B is expected to be transferred through wealth and estate planning.
Tapping into this source of funds by encouraging Canadians to leave a
portion of their estate to their charity of choice could transform many of
our communities. 

Currently very few Canadians leave a gift in their Will to charity; 
according to our research, only 5%. With your help we can change that. 

We want to make supporting charity through an estate gift a new social norm. 



The campaign’s 2020 pilot in Ontario’s Niagara Golden Horseshoe region
saw impressive results in only six weeks. A series of social media ads,
billboards and a website resulted in 18.2 million impressions, 47,000
website visits with 25% returning, and 1,744 actions taken. Actions included
steps showing interest and movement towards leaving a gift in a will, such
as using the legacy calculator, contacting an advisor, adding a charity of
interest to a list.

While initial project plans included expanded pilot-site testing in year two,
we were surprised by the tremendous interest in the campaign beyond this
one community. The pandemic made many Canadians feel a need to get
their affairs in order, providing a timely opportunity to get the Will Power
message out. All this led us to the decision to take the campaign Canada-
wide in 2021.

Our goal is to increase the number of Canadians who leave a charitable gift
in their Will by 3.5% in 10 years, representing a potential increase of $40B
to charities. 

We also envisage an opportunity to encourage cross-sector partnerships
and collaborations with other national professional associations and
Community Foundations. 



Your investment in this innovative program will have a profound effect on
charities and our communities. 

Sponsoring the fees for charity partners who
otherwise would not be able to afford to
participate.

Supplementing support for a broad based
advertising and marketing campaign with
the capacity to reach all Canadians through
social media, banner ads, google search, paid
advertising, PR, billboards and radio.

Supporting the creation of a website
providing everything related to charitable
bequests, prompting action from donors and
linking them to the causes and charities in
their communities to begin the conversation. 

Making gifts in Wills a social norm is
something no one entity can do alone. 

It requires a collective effort. 

Will Power is created, sustained,
and propelled by charities,
professional advisors and the
generosity of funders like you.



There’s a dearth of data on the charitable sector in general, and on
charitable giving in particular. We know that high-net-worth donors make
significant use of their asset-based wealth when making their charitable
giving decisions, and that charities benefit enormously from giving tools
such as publicly-listed securities. 

That knowledge is, however, largely anecdotal. 

With a growing priority of the federal government to undertake a review
of the tax system in order to ensure tax revenue is maximized, it’s
essential that we are able to demonstrate the tremendous benefit these tax
measures have on charitable giving in Canada.

Over the years we’ve
explored the nature of the
philanthropic conversation
in Canada and assessed the
opportunity for financial
advisors to lead those
discussions with their high
net worth clients. We’ve
looked at the importance of
including philanthropy in
the Canadian professional
advisor’s practice. 

Your financial support allows us to freely share our expertise
and knowledge with advisors and charities alike. 



The most up-to-date research on gift
in wills in Canada was recently
undertaken by the CAGP Foundation
and Environics Analytics. Our
research report, Current Trends and
Opportunities in Legacy Giving*, has
allowed us to inform charity
fundraisers and philanthropic
advisors that a considerable
percentage of Canadians are
interested in the opportunity to
support their communities through a
strategic charitable gift.

We were also able to pinpoint some of the obstacles perceived and present
new opportunities. This research was made possible through funding
from generous individuals. It’s important to build on this bench mark
research and to provide regular updates on how Canadians view strategic
giving.

In 2019, concerns were raised by the insurance regulator in the province
of British Columbia questioning the legitimacy of some strategies
undertaken by a small number of charities in soliciting charitable gifts of
life insurance

 While the issue was resolved as a result of
interventions of CAGP and other
professional associations, the sector was
encouraged to take the lead in establishing
best practices related to life insurance as a
strategic giving tool. 

We took up that challenge and early in 2021 released a suite of resources,
Charitable Donations of Life Insurance: Guidelines of Best Practices, which
includes guides for donor, charities, professional advisors and Canadian
insurers. Pictured above is a free webinar offered to anyone to learn more about
these guidelines.



With your support we can continue to work hard to keep abreast of
cutting-edge ideas and strategies that serve philanthropists and the
charitable sector as a whole. Your generosity allows us to do research and
distribute resources widely.

Ongoing research into strategic charitable giving in Canada.

The development of a ‘Professional Development Roadmap for
Professional Advisors” to guide their continuing education and
ongoing enhancement of their skills and expertise in strategic gift
planning. 

The creation of new resources to address emerging issues on a
quarterly basis, and to ensure we are meeting the most immediate
trends or challenges.
 
Support for a ‘data working group’, recently established by our
Government Relations Committee will help to identify priorities
for research and the examination and collection of data.

The dissemination and application of knowledge gained through
new research, a critical element in the process. 

The integration of marketing and capacity building into new
initiatives.

"The expertise and resources, provided by CAGP
has brought us where we are today – to a generous

tax system in Canada. It’s also resulted in the
majority of major gits to charity now being made

through the very initiatives we helped pioneer.
We’ve given a larger menu to people of ways to

give, and ways to give more."
Grant Monck, LL.B, 

Strategic Fundraising Consultant



Championing a tax and legislative environment favourable to philanthropy
is a crucial component of building a nationwide practice of strategic
charitable giving. Providing leadership and a strong voice for tax policy
that supports charitable giving in Canada has had a major impact on
Canadians’ giving. 

CAGP has spent the last 25 years engaged in strategic government relations
work, including participation in the consultations which led to the recent
Special Senate Committee report on the future of the charitable sector. Our
expert volunteers have spent countless hours analysing and recommending
proposed amendments to legislation related to tax treatment in relation to
the philanthropic contributions of Canadians. 

Donald K. Johnson, O.C., LL.D

"CAGP has been a critical and
persuasive voice on issues related to
incentives for charitable giving and
a leader in providing education.  
I invite others to join me in giving

generously to the CAGP Foundation
so that our vital charities can
continue to benefit from their

leadership."

This work is, in large part, the reason
Donald K. Johnson, a generous
philanthropist and tireless advocate
for charitable giving, chose to make a
leadership gift to the CAGP
Foundation when it launched. He
counts the elimination of the capital
gains tax on gifts of stock as one of his
proudest moments. He would also be
the first to tell you that he gives
because it feels good. 

Don remembers the first time he was
able to support a major initiative in his
home town of Lundar, Manitoba. It
was the creation of a new public
library named after his grade school
teacher, Pauline Johnson to celebrate
her 100th birthday. 

He says, “It was very, very satisfying. It's so much more satisfying to give
back when you've been fortunate enough to have had a successful career.

It's more satisfying giving back than making the money in the first place.” 





Changes to estate donation rules and graduated rate taxation of estates
and trusts.
Elimination of capital gains on in-kind gifts of public securities and
employee stock options.
Enactment of split receipting rules for registered charities.
Increasing the contribution limit for charitable donations.
New direct designation rules for gifting of RRSPs, RRIFs, and life
insurance proceeds.
Support of federal ecological gifts program and elimination of capital
gains on in-kind gifts of ecologically sensitive land.

Some examples of the advocacy and the major accomplishments by CAGP
and its sector partners and stakeholders are: 

CAGP members participate in CRA’s Technical Issues Working Group
and, more recently, the federal government’s Advisory Committee on the
Charitable Sector. Our work has also included advocacy in the areas of
charitable annuities and remainder trusts, CRA fundraising policy,
disbursement quota changes for charities and flow-through share
donations.

We have joined with other sector partners to advocate that statistical
information about the sector be prioritized and funded by the
Government of Canada, and that it becomes a regular and permanent part
of Statistics Canada’s data collection program. 

We have advocated that the government implement the
recommendations of the Panel on the Political Activities of Charities.
Advocacy for these provisions and the sector as a whole includes written
submissions on federal budgets, as well as proposed changes to gifts of
stock options. 

We join with sector leaders on an annual basis for a "Charities Day on the
Hill" (as seen on the previous page) to meet with federal MPs and cabinet
ministers to raise awareness about the sector and seek support on issues
that will strengthen the charitable sector.



Our current government relations initiatives are based on consultation
with fundraising and professional advisors across the country. They
include advocating for the exemption of capital gains on the sale of real
estate and private shares if the proceeds are donated to charity,
simplifying the rules for donations made from registered funds and
elimination of the withholding tax on these types of gifts. 

Our work is led by our national Government Relations Committee, made
up of an esteemed group of professionals and recognized legal and policy
experts. However, our limited internal staff capacity means we are reliant
on the volunteer contribution of very busy professionals. While our
impact in government relations and our efforts to be a voice to
government on issues related to tax policy has been significant, much of
our recent work has primarily been reactive, weighing in on issues to be
tabled by government or brought forward by others. 



Resources to allow us to proactively and strategically engage with
elected and bureaucratic officials, as well as policy advisors within
the federal government to ensure that they recognize the
importance of philanthropy and the value of the current measures
that strengthen philanthropic giving, and to increase their
understanding of the sector. 

Resources to provide in-house staff expertise to support our
advocacy, government relations, public policy work and strategy
development. 

Resources to allow us to add value, when needed, through our
voice and advocacy in provincial jurisdictions.

Without continued support we would be unable to protect this work and
to take it even further. Along with our supporters and funders, we believe
that these initiatives bring enormous benefit to both large and small
charities, as well as donors in communities across the country. 

We’ve seen the great impact and wish to continue our advocacy to
maintain and build on the legislative and regulatory framework to support
the charitable sector. 

Your generosity would enhance our ability to more effectively support
and leverage our Government Relations Committee and the time and
expertise of this tremendous pool of committed volunteer talent. 

It would result in a stronger voice, greater influence, and a bigger impact
on tax and legislative matters that strengthen philanthropy and support
strategic philanthropy in Canada. 



PHILANTHROPY ACROSS CANADA

Your role is pivotal. Recent history has
demonstrated clearly that there needs to be a

clear focus on the importance of strategic
charitable giving programs to sustain our

organizations and our communities, 
especially smaller charities. 

 
 

Your support will allow gift planners to provide
the direction that is needed in this area. 

 
This is an opportunity to educate, to

collaborate, to lead. It is a moment to show how
strategic philanthropy can allow charities to

survive and thrive.
 

Your support puts the focus on sustainability
for our sector and on building resilience in our
charitable organizations - the lifeblood of our

communities across the country.



Our Foundation is young and growing, and we see the powerful impact its
creation has already had on the growth of strategic charitable giving. 

The opportunity to further address the need for education, public
awareness, research, and advocacy around strategic charitable giving is
only held back by the lack of financial resources.

We need to maintain the momentum at all levels in the charitable sector,
locally and nationally. Securing consistent funding will help to further
transform the work we do in Canada. 

Right now, we need people to walk side-by-side with us as we strive to
make a better world – people like you. 

YOU can support this important work and
amplify philanthropy in Canada. 



The Canadian Association of Gift Planners is a national, nonprofit
organization whose mission is to champion the growth and development of
strategic charitable gift planning in Canada. 

The CAGP Foundation gives our champions and key philanthropists the
opportunity to strengthen our capacity to deliver research, education,
advocacy and public awareness around strategic philanthropy. 

Our alumni are passionate and loyal supporters of the work we do, and
their own work with charities and donors further amplifies our 
impact - and yours!

You can make a uniquely valuable 
contribution to the charitable sector by supporting:

The provision of outstanding learning opportunities and professional
development to both charitable fundraisers and professional advisors in
the area of strategic charitable giving.

A networking environment where like-minded professionals and experts
can partner with other organizations to call, with one voice, for strategic
charitable giving.

Research into how Canadians make strategic decisions about their
philanthropy and the potential to get more money to causes and
communities across the country.

Advocacy for a beneficial tax and legislative environment that strengthens
philanthropic giving. 

A country wide campaign to show every Canadian the enormous
potential they have to change lives through a gift in their will.



The level of the support the CAGP Foundation has received in its first
years of existence has sent a clear “this is a cause whose time has come”
message. We’re deeply grateful to our Founding Donors for
demonstrating their belief in our vision.

Now the hard work really begins! We need to maintain that momentum
and build on that success. Securing consistent funding will help
transform the work we do in Canada. The focus of our attention and
efforts is on sustainability; continuing to grow the number of multi-year
pledges and asking for leadership gifts. This will allow us to plan a
strategic long-term, viable, and sustainable program.

"I've spent my entire career
seeing how legacy gifts make an
extraordinary difference to the
fabric of our society, and it was
learnings through CAGP that
gave me the knowledge and

expertise I needed to be able to
work in this rewarding field. 

 
This is why I made a planned
gift through my RRSP to the 

CAGP Foundation."

Beth Proven, VP Development
Winnipeg Symphony Orchestra




